
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

Help - Frequently Asked Questions 
 
1) How can I get started quickly, with minimal instructions? 
2) What are the definitions of the various MRIB categories?  
3) Why are some terms used in more than one category? 
4) Can I combine searches between categories? 
5) How can I search by location?  
6) How can I conduct a search for fish (or whatever)? 
7) How do I start a new search or change the current one? 
8) What is the difference between map and table views? 
9) How can I have a website added to MRIB? 
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1) How can I get started quickly, with minimal instructions? 
 
In the MRIB, each piece of information can be found through three search strategies, which can be used 
separately or combined: a) Browse a Topic, b) Browse a Map, and c) Search by Keyword. 
 
Using the Browse a Topic option select the category that most likely contains your subject of interest. 
 

 

 
 
A list of sub-categories (and their sub-subcategories) will appear in the content cell. 
 

 

 
 
Choose one of these categories (or sub-categories) and the content cell will refresh with a results-page. 
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You can toggle the results between an imap (map with hyperlinks) and a table format. The table contains 
the Web page’s title, a short description, when the study was conducted, and who was the principle 
investigator. 
 

 

 
 

Click on a symbol (imap output) or a title (table output) and MRIB will open a new window displaying 
the sought information. 
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Using the Browse a Map option click on a region to zoom in the area of interest. 
 

 

 
 

MRIB's content cell will display the region selected. 
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At this point you may further refine your search by:  
 
i) select a point and visit the website or click on website title if in view-table mode;  
 
ii) Pan and zooming to select different area;  
 
iii) select a category or type a keyword. The search result will be limited to the selected area. 
 

 
 
At any point in your search, the search history menu, titled "You have selected" will show your trial. 
 

 
 
Using the Search by Keyword option type the words related to your subject of interest. 
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In order to show the context within which the chosen keyword was found, MRIB content cell will not 
show a flat file of all matches found, but the classification-tree whereby these matches belong. 
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2) What are the definitions of the various MRIB categories? 
 
In MRIB information is classified on the basis of 13 Facet (top level categories), and each Facet 
contains an Authority list of Controlled Terms (information sub-categories). Combining these Controlled 
Terms the users of MRIB defines their search path. 
 
Following is an explanation of the 13 Facets. 
 
Location: the named location or locations with which the research is concerned. It is also possible to use 
the Location facet to view a map of all indexed information sources worldwide. 
 
Geologic Time: the named unit or units of time which the research addresses. 
MRIB uses Grant’s 1999 scale. 
 
Feature: a general type of place or large thing with which the information source is concerned.  
This includes biological zones (such as forests or the benthos), large constructed things (such as dams or 
satellites), geographical places (like First Nations Lands or National Seashores), geological things (such 
as subduction zones or sediments), phases of groundwater (such as the groundwater itself or the aquifer), 
types of ice (such as sea ice or glaciers), and landforms (such as oceans or mountains). 
 
Biota: the scientific, hierarchical names of organisms described in an information sources based on the 
collaborative phylogeny of Arizona’s Tree of Life.  
 
Discipline: the traditional academic area within which an information source falls. 
 
Method: means by which the research was accomplished, in as specific terms as are available from the 
information source (for instance, 2.7-kHz subbottom geophysical profiling in the field, laboratory 
chemical analyses of organic compounds, or interviewing). “Method” is divided into the main super-
categories Field Observations, Laboratory, Interviewing, and Data Processing. 
 
Hot Topic: a matter of concern to people. This includes the sub-categories Resources (such as minerals 
and cultural sites), Disasters (such as hurricanes and mitigation efforts), Environment (such as fragile 
habitats and pollution’s interactions with sediment), and Science (such as methodology and policy). Hot 
topic is particularly subcategorized so that the level of selection detail is high. 
 
Project Name: the official title, if specified by the information source, of the research or other project 
to which the information references or belong. 
 
Agency Name : government, non-profit, academic, business, coalition, or other organizations which 
participated in the creation of an information source – by funding or conducting research, interpreting 
data, publishing, or some other method. 
 
Author: the principle investigator of the research about which the information source speaks, but not 
necessarily the author of the website itself. For instance, if Jane Doe does research and John Smith puts 
up a Web page about it, MRIB will list Jane Doe as the “author”. On the other hand, if several authors 
synthesize a large body of research produced by multiple other researchers, the synthesizing authors will 
be considered MRIB authors. 
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Classes: the stage or level of transformation and interpretation of the project's raw data. 
The classes sub-categories are: 
 
Data: “raw” information which has not been interpreted (although it may have been corrected at a low 
level). Examples include output from scientific equipment, basic topographic maps, and satellite 
help/images. 
 
Derived_Products: information that has been interpreted or analyzed at a primary level. Examples 
include plots which do not provide the coordinates, geologic maps, or analytical/numerical models. 
 
Knowledge: generalizations about a subject. Examples include scientific information presented in a non-
technical or general format and conceptual models. 
 
Predictions: predictions about the behavior of a system under given circumstances. It should be noted 
that “predictions” does not necessarily denote future tense; predictions may also be made about the past 
(for instance, modeled predictions about a palaeo-ocean), testable hypotheses, etc. 
 
References: lists of publications, Web sites, or other materials related to a specific discipline, project, or 
other topic. 
 
Scientific_Publications: formal scientific publications, usually in the standardized report format or as the 
abstract of such a report. Scientific publications, frequently include other Classes of information. 
Format: the way or ways in which information is presented; includes such categories as image, text, 
sound, and movie. 
 
Audience: a group of people for whom an information source is specifically intended – such as 
educators, policy makers, or people concerned with public health. 
 
 
3) Why are some terms used in more than one category? 
 
By their nature, some Controlled Terms (information sub-categories) may fit in more than one Facet  
(top level category). Additionally, the placement of a term in multiple categories reflects differences in a 
user approach to the term. A good example of this is sediments. You can find the root “sediment” in the 
following places: 
 
Disciplines/Sedimentology/Geology 
Features/Geological/Sediment 
Hot Topics/Habitat/Sediment 
Hot Topic/Environment/Sediment/Erosion 
Methods/Laboratory/Sedimentology 
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Each value’s placement in a category and possibly as a subterm adds meaning. For example, one might 
want to examine the hydrology of groundwater that flows through a loose sand. The study would likely 
not be specifically of sedimentological nature, and unless it were, it would be placed under:  
 
Methods/Laboratory/Sedimentology 
or 
Disciplines/Geology/Hydrology 
Rather than: 
Disciplines/Geology/Sedimentology 
 
In considering a term, it is always useful to consider under what category it is in, and in which hierarchy 
it belongs. Each layer adds more qualifying information. 
 
 
4) Can I combine searches between categories? 
 
Yes, and you can also combine multiple entries within a category. For example, suppose that your 
selection history reads: Discipline/Biology/Icthyology, and that you want to refine the search including 
Methodology and then Hot Topics. You could proceed as follow: 
 
a) Select Methodology from the selection menu 
b) The content cell will display a list of Methodology's sub-categories 
c) Choose one 
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d) The content cell will display a result page, either in imap or table format 
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e) Repeat this process selecting hot topics 
 

 
 
One can refine a search combining all the available categories. 
 
 
5) How can I search by location? 
 
You can zoom-in the map by clicking on areas not containing symbols (hyperlinks).  
A mouse-over flag will display the bounding box (in latitude and longitude) of the zoom area before 
actually opening-it. If you click on a symbol, a new window will open up display the remote location. 
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You can also perform a search by location using the gazetteer in the location category. 
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6) How can I conduct a search for fish (or whatever)? 
 
The MRIB thinking process. 
 
Always remember that MRIB allows multiple approaches to get to the same information; you can search 
by topic, by map and by keyword. Give some thought to how you might categorize the subject you want 
to search, and read the following example on how to approach the MRIB selection menu. 
 
i) From the browse a map option, you may start zooming-in to a geographical area of interest, but you 
will need to use either the topic or the keyword search to actually focus on fish. 
 
ii) From the browse a topic option you need to choose the most likely category containing fish.  
 
You are not likely to find it in the Location or Geotime category. If you are thinking of a particular 
project which studied fish, you might find relevant information under Project Name. However, if you, 
like most people, are not aware of specific projects in your area of interest continue looking at the list. 
Features include a set of Biological features. One of these is Biological/Benthos If you are looking only 
for seafloor-dwelling fish, you might choose to use that path. 
 
If instead you are interested in fish that swim near the surface, Disciplines includes a set of Biology 
disciplines. One of these is ichthyology, the study of fish.  
 
Methods might be useful if you know of or are interested in a specific way to study fish. 
 
Hot topic might be useful to find relevant information only if you are interested in specific 
environmental issues related to fish – such as coral reef fragility. 
 
Unless you know of an agency – such as National Fisheries Service – or an author who has done work 
with fish, and would like to limit yourself to their research, Agency Name and Author Name will not 
useful category to search. 
 
Biota lists organisms by their scientific names. Since scientific names are confusing, we have provided a 
list of scientific names that correlate to more colloquial terms. If you check this, you will note that most 
jawed fish are found under:  
Eukaryota/Metozoa/Chordata/Craniata/Vertebrata/Gnathostomata/Actinopterygii. 
 
iii) From the search by keyword option, select the category you wish to search and then type fish. 
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7) How do I start a new search or change the current one? 
 
You can always reset the search completely and start a new one, or change the value for any category at 
a later time. To start a new search click on the icon "New Search" and you will be placed back on the 
start page. 
 

 
 
To change values on a search under way use the selection history menu at the top of the page. 
Let us suppose you want to change the current search from: 
 
Discipline/Oceanography/Dynamics 
Method/Data_Processing 
Hot_Topics/Disaster/Storm 
 
to: 
 
Discipline/Oceanography/Dynamics 
Method/Data_Processing 
Hot_Topics/Disaster/Erosion 
 
Go to your selection history menu and click the term hierarchically above on the category you want to 
change (in this example Disasters). *Note that everything below the selected term will be removed* 
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A list of sub-category will appear in the content cell. Select the new sub-category (in this example Erosion). 
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8) What is the difference between map and table views? 
 
Map views, although they enable the user to choose objects associated with specific locations, do not 
provide as much general information about the object as table views, which list object titles, principal 
investigators, an abstract, and the data collection period for the study or studies. Additionally, the EIC 
card for an information object – which lists all the categories to which a object is classified– is available 
from table but not map view; map view links only to the objects themselves.  
 
On the other hand, map view is the best way to pinpoint a specific study location. You can switch 
between map and table views at any time by clicking on the words “view map” or “view table” in the 
content cell. 
 
 
9) How can I have a website added to MRIB? 
 
Click on Register a Website and fill out the form (A more effective system is under development). 
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http://mrib.whoi.edu/mribpub/newsite/index.html

